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 K-55 7 | William Shakespeare – Word Test 1 Crossroads 10

A | You are what you Wear
Translate into Norwegian.

Th e clothes we wear signal who we are or who we want to be. We can easily identify who likes hip hop 
or who is interested in designer clothing. In Norway, we cannot usually identify people’s social position 
from the clothes they wear. A wealthy person may want to dress shabbily and a person living on benefi ts 
could spend his or her money on fancy clothes and eat crumbs for the rest of the year. Apart from a few 
occupations, such as priests, barristers, fi refi ghters and some health care professionals, the way we dress at 
work in Norway is to a large extent also a matter of personal taste and income.

In Shakespeare’s day, things were rather diff erent. England was very much a class society and people were 
not allowed to wear whatever they liked. Th ere were laws regulating what people could wear and everybody 
was required to dress according to their social status. Wealthy people wore clothes that were beautiful and 
exclusive, made from the best quality silk, wool or linen. As a rule poorer people dressed more plainly, but 
the laws that forbade them to dress above their station were oft en ignored and they oft en spent more than 
they could aff ord on clothes, just to appear stylish.
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